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First Sunday in Advent

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

The People Gather and Welcome One Another

[God, thank you for this time together to gaze upon your Word. We pray that
during this season of Advent you would enrich our experience of Christmas so
that we might rediscover the meaning of the season. May our sense of sight
become a sign for us, pointing us to the Incarnation so that we might
experience your love in a new way today. We long to see your goodness; in
Jesus’s name. Amen.]

Prelude “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” Thomas Bliss

Welcome and Invitation to Share Our Life Together
(Please sign & pass the attendance register)

Lighting of the Advent Wreath Candle Arlo Sharpe

Advent Song “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verse 1)

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in
lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

Introit "Rejoice, Rejoice!” Hugh Livingston, Jr.

Call to Worship
As the shepherds kept watch over their flock by night, our God sent the
angels in heaven to announce, “This is a sign to you.”
Open our eyes, Lord, to see the coming Messiah.
Fix our eyes upon the symbols of the season. Help us to see the
evergreen as your unending grace and the wreath as everlasting life.
Open our eyes, Lord, to see the coming Messiah.
Let us worship God!

7 Hymn No. 15 “Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers”

7  Rise in body or in spirit



7 Prayer of Confession

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under
your rule. We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for we
live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment. We accept lies as
truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your justice and
peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your
way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge

the world.

A Time of Silence for Private Confession
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# Assurance of Forgiveness

# Hymn No. 23 (refrain only)

up - on us.

“Angels We Have Heard on High”




Angels We Have Heard on High

French carol

GLORIA

7.7.7.7 with refrain

Trans. James Chadwick (1813-1882); alt.

23

French carol

Arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937
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1. An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o'er the plains,
2. Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3. Come to Beth-le - hem andsee  Him whose birththe an - gels sing;
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Music: Copyright © 1937, renewed 1965, Fleming H. Revell Company, H. Augustine Smith, Jr., from the New Church
Hynmal. All nights reserved. Used by permission.



PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Gospel Lesson Matthew 24:36-44 Bible Page 27, N.T.
Psalm 122 (read responsively) Bible Page 551, O.T.
Anthem “‘Jesu Candlelight Carol” Bach

arr: Patrick Liebergen
Children’s Time

Old Testament Lesson Jeremiah 33:14-16 Bible Page 738, O.T.
Sermon “Do You See What | See?” Rev. Robin Palmer
Mediative Music “Emanuel, Emanuel” Bob McGee

RESPOND TO GOD’'S WORD

# Affirmation of Faith (Apostles’ Creed — Traditional version) Hymnal, Page 14

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heave n, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

# Hymn No. 12 “People, Look East”

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
(The congregation is invited to respond with “Lord, hear our prayer.”)

Call to Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer (Traditional version) Hymnal, Page 16
The Offering

Offertory “While We Are Waiting, Come” Clare Cloninger

7 Hymn No. 592 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God, fromm Whom All Blessings Flow
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WORDS: Thomas Ken, 1674 OCLD 100¢th
MUSIC: At to Louis Bourgeods, 1551 NI

# Offertory Prayer

# The Peace
Since God in Christ has given us peace, let us share that peace in the
whole family of faith. The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
(Share some sign of God’s peace with those near you.)



GO IN GOD’S NAME
# Hymn No. 13 “Prepare the Way”

# Call to Service

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Prepare the way of the Lord! Alleluia! Amen.

Benediction “An Advent Prayer” Allen Pote
Postlude “A Joyous Acclamation” Gerald Peterson
ANNOUNCEMENTS

OUR LITURGIST TODAY is Marsha Latham.

FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TODAY by Rebecca Harber Jones to the glory of
God and in memory of William Lee Jones.

LITTLE FREE PANTRY - Our Little Free Library will function as a pantry
during the shutdown. A list of items needed is located on our website
www.gracepcusa.org under Ministries - Mission/Outreach.

NEW MISSON INITIATIVES — The Mission/Outreach Team is implementing a
more strategic approach to missions here at Grace. The team is investigating
ways we can focus our energy and resources in three main areas that will
guide our mission work moving forward: Hunger, Life Skills, and Advocacy.
More information is available on the small table in the Narthex.


http://www.gracepcusa.org/

LIVE STREAMING OF WORSHIP SERVICES - will change from Facebook to
YouTube on December 7, 2025.

UPCOMING EVENTS: Wine and Cheese Party — December 13, 2025, 6:30
p.m. at the home of Tom and Valerie McLaughlin.

PLEDGE CARDS FOR 2026 can be found in the pew pads. If you haven't
already submitted your pledge, you can fill one out and place it in the offering
plate.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS - Arlene Wangbickler — 5th, Michael Marenka —

5th, Erin Saalwaechter — 18", Tom McLaughlin — 24th, Joshua Kennedy —

30th. We are so glad you were born! Wonderfully and beautifully made!
(birthday dates based on what was provided for the church directory.
Contact secretary@gracepcusa.org if you’d like to have your birthdate
included.)

LECTIONARY READINGS for Next Week:

Isa. 11:1-10 Ps. 72:1-7, 18-19 Rom. 15:4-13 Matt. 3:1-12
THIS WEEK AT GRACE
Today, Nov 30 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:30-10:30 a.m. Sunday School
11:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and livestreamed)**

Monday, Dec 1
6:30 p.m. Caregivers Support Group Meeting

Tuesday, Dec 2
12:00 p.m. Al-Anon (in-person)

Wednesday, Dec 3
6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal



mailto:secretary@gracepcusa.org

Thursday, Dec 4
4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec 7
9:30-10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

Barbershop Quartet Rehearsal
Choir Rehearsal

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Sunday School

Worship with Holy Communion

(in-person and livestreamed on YouTube)**
Session Meeting

h b

Grace Presbyterian Church, USA is a Matthew 25 Congregation currently
focused on Eradicating Systemic Poverty - one of the Core Pillars. We support
the following ministries: Enable of Madison County, Presbyterian Home for
Children, and St. Elizabeth Food Bank. The produce from the Harvest of
Grace Community Garden is donated to the hungry of Madison County. Visit
https://www.pcusa.org/matthew?25 to learn more.

** Hearing devices, large print bulletins, and large print hymnals are
available upon request. After the service, copies of sermons are

available upon request.

5555 Wall Triana Highway, Madison, AL 35758 (256)722-0508
The Rev. Robin Palmer, Pastor — email: pastor@gracepcusa.org
Office Administrator, Annette Solari — email: secretary@gracepcusa.org

Grace Presbyterian Church (USA)

Homepage: www.gracepcusa.org



https://www.pcusa.org/matthew25
mailto:pastor@gracepcusa.org
mailto:secretary@gracepcusa.org
http://www.gracepcusa.org/

ADVENT Matthew 25:1-10

15 Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers

LLANGLOFFAN 7676 D
Laurentius Laurenti, 1700 Weish folk melody
Trans, Sarah Borthwick Findlater, 1854 Evans' Hymnau a Thonau, 1865
Alt. The Hymnal 1982 As in English Hymnal, 1906

" 4 | | | e i A | | | 1 .
Bt "= =
= s o
~—
1. Re - joice! Re - joice, be - liey - ers, And let yourlights ap - pear;

2. See that your lamps are burn - ing, Re - plen-ish them with oil;
3. Our hope and ex -pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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The eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing And dark-er night is  near.
Look now for yoursal - va - tion, The end of sin and toil
A - rise, Thou sun so longed for, A - bove this sha-dowed sphere!
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The Bride-groomis a - ris - ing And soon He will draw nigh;
The mar - riage feast is wail - ing, The gates wide o - pen stand;
With  hearts and handsup - lift - ed, We plead, O Lord,to  see
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Up, watchwith ex - pec - ta - tion, At mid - night comes the  cry.

A - nse, O heirs of glo - ry, The Bride-groom is at hand!
The day of carth’'sre - demp - tion, And ev - er be with Thee!
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Eleanor Farjeon (1881-1965)

People, Look East

8.7.988.7

BESANCON

As in Oxford Book of Carols, 1964

12

French folk melody
Harm. Martin Shaw (1875-1958)
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1. Peo - ple, look east. The time is near Of the crown-ing of the

2. Fur - rows, be glad. Thoughearth is bare, One moreseed is plant-ed

3. Birds, thoughyou long have ceasedto build, Guard the nest that must be
4. Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim One more light the bowl shall
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5. Angels, announce with shouts of mirth
Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming

Text: © David Higham Assoc., Ltd. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Music: Harmonization © Oxford University Press, Al rights reserved. Used by permission.
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year. Make your house fair as you  are a - ble, Trim the
there: Give up your strength the seed to  nour - ish, That in
filled. E - ven the hour whenwings are fro - zen God for
brim, Shin-ing be - yond the frost - y  weath - er, Bright as
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hearth and set the ta - ble. Peo-ple, look east:
course the flower may flour - ish.
fledg - ing time has cho - sen.
sun  and moon to - geth - er. Peo-ple, look east:
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Love the guest is on the way.
Love the rose is on the way.
Love the bird is on the way.
Love the star is on the way.
) Love is on the way.
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With the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today:
Love the Lord is on the way.



ADVENT

13

Prepare the Way
BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN
Frans Mikael Franzen (1771-1847)

T6.7.6.7.7 with wlrain

Then Swenska Psalmboken, 1697

Adapt. Charles P. Price, 1980; alt. 1989
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. Pre - par¢ the way, O Zi -
" Christ brings God’srule, O Zi
3. Fling wikle your gates, O Zi

Arr. American Lutheran Hymnal, 1930
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on, Your Christ is draw - ing near!
on; He comes from hecaven a - bove.
on; Your Sav - jor’'s rule em - brace.

s ==
E=c=—=t l%f%ﬂ?%&

Let ev- ery hill - ley A lev - ¢l  way ap - pear.
His rule is peace and free - dom, And jus - tice, truth, and love.
And tid-ingsof sal - va - tion Pro-claim in ev - ery place.
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Greet One who comesin  glo - ry, Fore-told in sa - cred sto - 1y
Lift high your praise r¢ -sound - ing, For grace and joy a - bound - mg,
All lands will bow re -joic - ing, Their ad - o-ra - tion voic - ing
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O blest is Christ that

came - ly  name
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